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off on a journey through Tambopata National Reserve,

Peru’s crown jewel when it comes to the great outdoors.

Deep in the Madre de Dios region, this oasis introduces

travelers to the wild side of nature with vibrant colors,

sounds, and unusual creatures roaming about. The

biodiversity of Tambopata makes it an exceptional

destination for nature lovers looking to get up close with

strange species. Parrots and macaws sing from the

treetops, while black caimans and giant otters swim

around in Amazonian lakes.

1.  Best Time to Visit

Even in the lush, humid Amazon rainforest, travelers can

enjoy this year-round destination whenever they desire.

Exploring the Amazon is a once-in-a-lifetime experience

that travelers can cherish any time of year. From April to

November, visitors can enjoy a relatively dry season! You

may encounter a few rainy moments, though. After all,

this is a real, thriving rainforest. The rainiest months are

January and February, so avoid this time of year if you are

looking for clear skies overhead.

2. Things to See and Do in Tambopata

Cruise the Madre de Dios River

5. Where to Buy Souvenirs in

Tambopata

6. Festivals and Celebrations in

Tambopata

7. How to Get to Tambopata
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Take a boating tour and search for creatures along the

Madre de Dios River with a river cruise. Sailing along this

important body of water is a unique and relaxing way to

spot the weird and wonderful wildlife in this rainforest!

Explore the Rainforest Up Close

Trek through the trees on foot for a closer look at the

natural wonders. Embark on a canopy walk and get a

bird’s-eye view of the Amazon jungle. The bravest

expeditionists can even explore the jungle at night to see

the nocturnal side of Tambopata.

Learn from the Ese-Eja

The Ese-Eja is this region’s most populous indigenous

group, who dwell in villages on the shores of the

Tambopata River. They have expert skills in farming and

fishing, as this community dates back to pre-Hispanic

times! With such an intimate knowledge of the flora and

fauna of this region, a day spent learning from the Ese-Eja

natives is an invaluable experience.
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Sandoval Lake

Near the jungle town of Puerto Maldonado lies this

pristine oxbow lake, with tranquil waters that are ideal for

boat tours and favored by some rare wildlife species who

prefer an easy pace compared to the main river rapids.

Embark on a Sandoval Lake boat tour and float out on a

dreamy excursion learning about the ecology of the lake.

Collpa de Guacamayos

The Collpa de Guacamayos is one of the most fascinating

sights in the Tambopata National Reserve. This clay lick

attracts hundreds of colorful macaws and parrots,

creating a breathtaking spectacle. Arriving early in the

morning will give you the best chance to witness these

birds as they gather to eat the mineral-rich clay, which

aids in their digestion and provides needed minerals they

are otherwise unable to get from their diets. This natural

event is not only a visual feast but also an incredible

insight into the behavior of Amazonian wildlife.
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3. Best Hotels in Tambopata

Inkaterra Reserva Amazonica: Inspired by the cabanas

built by local Ese-Eja people, the Inkaterra Reserva

Amazonica is a magical, immersive escape. This eco-

lodge is one of the highest rated in the world according

to National Geographic Traveler. With beautiful cabanas

surrounded by the jungle, you will feel like you are

camping in the most luxurious version of a rainforest

treehouse.

Rainforest Posada Amazonas: The Posada Amazonas has

also joined forces with the local community of Infierno to

create a unique experience with luxurious, open-air

rooms that allow the natural world in. Working with the

local Infierno people, this lodge directly benefits the

community that calls Tambopata their home, so your stay

will not only feel like an authentic, upscale getaway, but

you’ll also be leaving a positive impact when you leave.

Rainforest Refugio Amazonas: Refugio Amazonas lies

even deeper in the rainforest, a wilderness oasis perfect

for nature lovers and families. This lodge offers plenty of

family-friendly excursions and scientific exploration

activities that make your stay an exciting educational

adventure. As you escape under the stars and learn about

the fascinating ecosystem of the jungle, you will also be

treated to the luxury of a private cabana.

Inkaterra Hacienda Concepción: Another lovely lodge

located in the heart of the Amazon is the Inkaterra

Hacienda Concepción, a serene property within the

Tambopata National Reserve along the shores of the

Madre de Dios River. Guests can choose to stay in one of

the luxurious, private cabanas or spend their time in the

beautiful casa grande, with high ceilings and a rustic

thatched roof. This Inkaterra property offers an immersive

jungle adventure, enjoying the sounds of nature and the
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healing properties in their Nua Spa, which uses authentic

local treatments to provide a unique wellness experience.

4. Tambopata’s Best Restaurants

Amazonian cuisine is innovative and experimental, using

locally sourced ingredients to make amazing dishes

including Patarashca, Juane, and Tacacho con cecina. You

will not find independent restaurants within the park, but

luckily the chefs at the jungle lodges take great pride in

cooking up authentic Peruvian meals you will love!

Organic, healthy dishes will be prepared daily, so you will

always have replenishments to enjoy after a long day

adventuring through the jungle.

5. Where to Buy Souvenirs in Tambopata

Mercado de Puerto Maldonado: The bustling Mercado de

Puerto Maldonado is the perfect place to find a wide

variety of local products and souvenirs. From fresh

produce and Amazonian fruits to handcrafted items, this

market offers a colorful glimpse into the daily life of the

region’s inhabitants. Look for unique items such as
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wooden carvings, woven baskets, and jewelry made from

seeds and other natural materials.

Artesanías de la Comunidad de Infierno: The Artesanías

de la Comunidad de Infierno is a cooperative run by the

local Ese-Eja community. Here, you can purchase

beautiful handcrafted items directly from the artisans,

ensuring that your money supports the community. These

crafts include intricate beadwork, traditional jewelry,

textiles, and pottery, all reflecting the rich cultural

heritage of the Ese-Eja people.

Tienda de Souvenirs en Inkaterra y Rainforest: The

Tienda de Souvenirs at Inkaterra and other rainforest

lodges offer a curated selection of local crafts and

souvenirs. These shops focus on sustainable and ethically

sourced products, including eco-friendly clothing,

handmade jewelry, and decorative items made from

recycled materials. Shopping here is not only convenient

but also supports the local economy and promotes

sustainable practices.

6. Festivals and Celebrations in Tambopata

Fiesta de San Juan: The Fiesta de San Juan is a major

celebration in the Amazon region, taking place on June

24th. This festival honors Saint John the Baptist and is

marked by lively festivities, including music, dance, and

traditional foods. The highlight of the celebration is the

preparation and sharing of “juane,” a delicious dish made

of rice, chicken, olives, and spices, wrapped in banana

leaves. The festival is a vibrant display of Amazonian

culture and community spirit.

Carnaval Amazónico: The Carnaval Amazónico is

celebrated in February or March, depending on the lunar

calendar. This festival is a joyous occasion filled with

parades, music, dance, and colorful costumes. It

combines traditional Amazonian customs with modern

carnival elements, creating a unique and festive

atmosphere. The Carnaval Amazónico is a time for locals

and visitors to come together and celebrate the rich

cultural diversity of the Amazon region.

7. How to Get to Tambopata
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By Air: The most convenient way to reach Tambopata is

by flying into Puerto Maldonado Airport (Padre Aldamiz

International Airport). There are regular flights from Lima

and Cusco, making it easily accessible from major

Peruvian cities.

By Road: From Puerto Maldonado, you can take a taxi or a

shuttle to the Tambopata River Port, where you can board

a boat to reach various lodges and locations within the

Tambopata National Reserve.

By Boat: Boating is a primary mode of transportation

within the Tambopata National Reserve. From the river

port, you can embark on a boat journey to your chosen

lodge or destination, enjoying the scenic beauty of the

Amazon along the way.

Tambopata offers a unique and unforgettable experience

for travelers seeking adventure, natural beauty, and

cultural immersion in the heart of the Amazon rainforest.

From exploring the diverse wildlife and lush landscapes to

learning from the indigenous Ese-Eja community and

relaxing in luxurious eco-lodges, Tambopata is a

destination that promises to enchant and inspire.

Whether you’re cruising the Amazon River, trekking

through the jungle, or simply soaking in the serene

surroundings, Tambopata is a true paradise for nature

lovers and adventurers alike.
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