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Explore Cusco’s Top Tourist Attractions

Published by infoperu on September 30, 2024

Cusco, the ancient capital of the Inca Empire, is a city full of history, culture, and natural beauty. It's
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, known for its mix of Inca and Spanish architecture. You'll find
vibrant markets, amazing archaeological sites, and beautiful Andean landscapes here.

This article will show you the best places to visit in Cusco. From Machu Picchu and the Inca Trail
to the historic center and cultural festivals. Cusco has something for everyone, whether you love
history, art, food, or outdoor activities.

Key Takeaways

e (Cusco, the “Rome of America,” boasts a wealth of age-old ruins and monuments.

e Discover Cusco's vibrant markets, such as the renowned San Pedro Market.

e Explore the region’s diverse archaeological sites, including the Qengo Ruins and
Tambomachay.

e Immerse yourself in Cusco’s rich cultural heritage, including the Inti Raymi festival.

e Enjoy the stunning Andean landscapes, including the vibrant Rainbow Mountain.

Cusco: The Ancient Capital of the Inca Empire

Cusco, the heart of Peru, was once the Inca Empire’s capital. It covered much of South America.
The city’s history goes back to the 12th century, when the Inca civilization started.

Inca stories say Manco Capac was the first king. Pachacutec in the 15th century made the empire
grow fast. Cusco was the center of power, religion, and government.
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the 16th century, many Inca buildings were destroyed. But, some walls were kept and mixed with
Spanish architecture.

Climate and Weather in Cusco

Cusco's climate is highland, with rainy and dry seasons. The rainy season is from December to
March, with the most rain in January and February. Daytime temperatures are around 60°F (16°C),
dropping to 46°F (8°C) at night.

The dry season is from June to August, with sunny skies and daytime temperatures around 65°F
(18°C). Nights can get very cold, down to 25°F (4°C) without clouds. April, May, September, and
October have good weather and fewer tourists.

‘Cusco, the ancient capital of the Inca Empire, is a testament to the ingenuity and
resilience of the Inca civilization. /ts blend of Inca and Spanish colonial
architecture, along with its rich cultural heritage, makes it a truly unique and
captivating destination.”

Best Time to Visit Cusco

Planning your trip to Cusco, Peru, depends on what you want to see and do. Cusco, the ancient
Inca capital, is rich in culture all year. But each season has its own charm.

The dry season, from mid-April to late November, is the peak time. The weather is usually sunny
and dry, perfect for outdoor adventures like Machu Picchu. However, June to August is the busiest
time, with more tourists and higher prices.

The intermediate seasons of April to May and September to December are a good middle ground.
You'll find pleasant weather, fewer people, and better deals. The low season, from December to
March, is rainy but cheaper and less crowded. Machu Picchu is closed in February for
maintenance.

Visiting Cusco in May is special, with lush landscapes and fewer tourists. You can also experience
Peruvian traditions during the Corpus Christi and Inti Raymi festivals.

So, the best time to visit Cusco really depends on what you're looking for. Whether you want sunny
days, fewer crowds, or cultural experiences, Cusco has it all.
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Geography and Map of Cusco

Cusco sits in the Andes Mountains, the heart of Peru. It's the capital of the Cusco region and
province. At 11,155 feet above sea level, it's one of the highest cities globally.

Location, Elevation, and Population

Cuscois at 13°31'21.5"S 71°58"2.4"W. It's about 685 miles from Lima, Peru’s capital. The city is in
the Huatanay Valley, surrounded by the Andes.

With a population of around 430,000, Cusco is a bustling center. It's a key spot for those visiting
Machu Picchu and the Sacred Valley.

Statistic Value

Cusco Region Population 1,316,729

Cusco City Population 428,450

Elevation of Cusco 3,400 meters (11,155 feet)

Distance from Lima to Cusco 1,107 km (685 miles)
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History of Cusco

Cusco's story began in the 12th century with the rise of the Inca civilization. Manco Capac, the first
Inca king, is said to have founded the city. The city’s layout and design, shaped like a puma, reflect
Inca traditions.

In the 15th century, Pachacutec expanded the Inca Empire, making Cusco its center. But, this
prosperity was brief. In 1531, Francisco Pizarro and the Spanish arrived, starting the decline of the
Inca.

From the Inca Civilization to Spanish Conquest

Many Inca buildings were destroyed, and their stones used for Spanish structures. Yet, some Inca
walls were saved and merged into the new architecture. This blend gives Cusco its unique
character.

‘Cusco has been continuously inhabited for over 3,000 years.”

The Inca dynasty fell in 1572 after a long battle with the Spanish. Despite this, Cusco has kept its
cultural wealth. It was named “Archaeological Capital of South America” in 1933 and “Cultural
Heritage of Humanity” by UNESCO in 19883.

Travel Tips for Visiting Cusco

Visiting the ancient Inca capital of Cusco needs some planning. The high elevation of 11,155 feet
(3,400 meters) can cause altitude sickness. It's wise to spend 1-2 days in Cusco before doing
anything strenuous.

Planning Ahead and Altitude Sickness

When you go to Cusco, book your stay, flights, and Inca Trail permits early. This is crucial during
the busy season from June to August. To fight altitude sickness, drink lots of water, move slowly,
and try medications like acetazolamide or coca tea.

What to Pack for Cusco
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* Rain gear and quick-drying clothes in the wet season (November to April)
e Portable chargers and adapters for your devices

e Any needed meds, including for altitude sickness

e Camera and extra batteries for the beautiful views

e Light, airy clothes for the warm, dry air

With good planning and the right clothes, your Cusco trip will be comfortable and unforgettable.
You'll enjoy the city’s culture and natural beauty.

Where to Stay in Cusco

Cusco, the ancient Inca capital, is a top destination for many. It's a place where travelers can dive
into Peru’s rich culture. With over 2 million visitors each year, Cusco is bustling with activity.

The city offers many places to stay, from budget-friendly to luxurious. The center of Cusco s the
best spot to stay. It's close to attractions, restaurants, and nightlife.

The San Blas neighborhood is famous for its charming hotels. It's a short walk from the lively Plaza
de Armas. Here, you can really feel Cusco’s culture and history.

If you're on a tight budget, Sagray Hostel and La Posada del Viajero are great choices. For a
luxurious stay, Inkaterra La Casona and Monasterio, A Belmond Hotel offer top-notch experiences.

Other areas like San Cristobal and Lucrepata are worth exploring. San Cristobal has amazing views
and history. Lucrepata is quieter, offering a more local experience.
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Consider getting the Cusco Tourist Pass to see more of the city. It gives you access to many sites

and attractions. It's a smart way to explore Cusco’s rich culture.

Getting Around Cusco

Exploring Cusco, the ancient Inca capital, is a joy. The historic center is small, making it easy to
walk around. The main sights are just a short walk from the Plaza de Armas.

Walking and Transportation Options

Walking through Cusco's streets lets you experience its culture up close. The area around the Plaza
de Armas is flat. But, the streets get steeper as you go to places like San Blas, San Cristobal, and
Santa Ana.

For longer trips or when walking is hard, taxis and rideshare services are easy to find. They help
you get around the city.

To see Machu Picchu, take a train from Poroy Station. It's a 20-minute drive from the Plaza de
Armas. Companies like Peru Rail and Inca Rail offer different train services to this famous site.

Panoramic buses offer a guided tour of Cusco. They have open-air seats for a great view. These
tours cost about 20 soles (around S6 USD) per person.

Cusco's public transportation system is big, with over 1,200 buses. The fare is just 0.80 soles
(about $0.25 USD), no matter where you go.
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cusco tourist attractions

Cusco sits at the heart of the Andes, blending Inca and Spanish cultures. It was once the Inca
Empire’'s capital. Today, it's filled with top attractions that highlight its rich history.

Exploring Cusco's Historic Center

The Plaza de Armas is at the heart of Cusco. It's surrounded by colonial buildings and the Cusco
Cathedral The San Blas neighborhood is nearby, known for its adobe houses and cobblestone
streets.

Here, you can see the /nca walls that support many buildings. They show the ancient civilization's
skill in engineering.

Other attractions include the Sacsayhuaman ruins, the Santo Domingo and Coricancha complex,
and the Museo Inka. It has a great collection of Inca artifacts.

‘Cuscos historic center is a treasure trove of fascinating Inca and colonial-era
attractions.”
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Cusco is perfect for those interested in history, culture, or nature. It offers a unique and memorable
experience for everyone.

Inti Raymi: The Festival of the Sun

Visiting Cusco in June is unforgettable, especially during the /Inti Raymi festival. This nine-day
celebration honors the sun god. It was banned by the Spanish but revived in the 20th century. Now,
it's the second-largest festival in South America.

The Inti Raymi festivalis filled with parades, dances, and Inca rituals. The main event is at
Sacsayhuaman archaeological site. It's a chance to dive into Cusco's rich Andean traditions.
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The Inti Raymi show in Coricancha starts at 9:00 a.m. It lasts 45 minutes and features 300 actors.

Tickets for the Coricancha show are available online for 200 seats. The show in Cusco’'s Main
Square draws a huge crowd, with no seats.

The Inti Raymi festival was revived in 1944 after a long ban. It's a key cultural event in Peru. Cusco
also hosts other important cultural events, like the procession of the Lord of the Tremors.

Event Details

e Celebrated on June 24 in Cusco, Peru
e Receives around 10,000 visitors on the day
* Inti Raymi show in Coricancha lasts 45 minutes with 300 actors

Inti Raymi e 200 seats available for the Coricancha show with online tickets
Festival e |arge crowd gathers in Cusco's Main Square with no designated
seating

e Revived in 1944 after over 500 years of suppression

The Inti Raymi festival lets visitors experience Andean heritage. They can enjoy vibrant
performances, explore historical sites, and see beautiful scenery. It's a chance to meet people from
different cultures.

Visiting Machu Picchu from Cusco

Many visitors to Cusco want to see the famous Machu Picchu. It's about 4 hours by train from
Cusco. You can get there in different ways, each with its own charm.

Hiking the Inca Trail

The Inca Trail is a 27-mile, 4-day hike. It goes through the Sacred Valley and ends at the Sun Gate,
overlooking Machu Picchu. This trek is tough but offers breathtaking views and a deep connection
to the Andes and Inca ruins.

Train Options from Cusco

Another way is by train from Cusco's Poroy Station to Aguas Calientes. This town is the entrance to
Machu Picchu. The train ride takes 3 to 4 hours and costs between $50 and $500, depending on
the class. It's perfect for those who prefer a smoother journey.
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‘Staying hydrated is essential while visiting Machu Picchu as the site is about
2,430 meters above sea level, making dehydration and altitude sickness potential
risks.”

Conclusion

Cusco, once the Inca Empire’s capital, is a place where old meets new. It's filled with ancient history
and Spanish colonial charm. You can explore Machu Picchu, the Inca Trail, and the historic center.
Cusco also has lively festivals for all travelers.

By planning well and getting used to the high altitude, you'll have a great time. You'll discover the
city’s rich heritage and make memories that last a lifetime.

The cusco travel guide is your key to exploring this amazing city. It covers everything from Inca
ruins to colorful markets and delicious food. It also offers tips for visiting cusco and highlights the
top cusco tourist attractions.

So, get your bags ready for an adventure in Cusco. This city, with its history, beauty, and friendly
people, will capture your heart. It's a place you'll want to come back to again and again.

FAQ

What are the top tourist attractions in Cusco?

Top spots in Cusco include Machu Picchu and the Inca Trail. The Sacred Valley, Sacsayhuaman,
and Qorikancha are also must-sees. Don't miss the Plaza de Armas, San Pedro Market, Rainbow
Mountain, and Pisac Ruins.

What is the climate and weather like in Cusco?

Cusco's climate is highland, with rainy and dry seasons. Rain falls from December to March. The
dry season is June to August.Daytime temperatures in the rainy season are about 60°F. Nights
drop to 46°F. The dry season is sunny, with daytime highs of 65°F. Nights can be chilly, around 25°F.

What is the best time of year to visit Cusco?

The best time to visit Cusco depends on what you prefer. The dry season, June to August, is sunny
but crowded. The rainy season, December to March, is less crowded but weather can be
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Cusco is in southeastern Peru, surrounded by the Andes. It's at 11,155 feet above sea level. The
city has about 430,000 residents.

What is the history of Cusco?

Cusco's history starts in the 12th century with the Inca civilization. Pachacutec expanded the
empire in the 15th century, making Cusco the capital. In 1531, Francisco Pizarro arrived, ending the
Inca era.Many Inca structures were destroyed, but some walls were preserved. This blend of Inca
and colonial architecture makes Cusco unique.

What should | do to prepare for visiting Cusco?

Book your stay, flights, and Inca Trail permits early, especially in peak season. Altitude sickness is
common, so acclimate slowly and stay hydrated.Bring layers, sun protection, and sturdy shoes for
the city’s steep streets.

Where should | stay in Cusco?

Stay in the historic downtown for easy access to attractions. San Blas is a charming neighborhood
near the Plaza de Armas. Cusco offers a range of accommodations, from hostels to hotels with
breakfast.

How do | get around Cusco?

Walking is best in the historic center. For longer trips, use taxis or rideshare. To get to Machu
Picchu, take a train from Poroy Station, a 20-minute drive from the Plaza de Armas.

What are the top attractions in Cusco's historic center?

Top attractions include the Plaza de Armas and San Blas. Don't miss the Santo Domingo and
Coricancha complex, Sacsayhuaman ruins, and the Museo Inka with its Inca artifacts.

When is the Inti Raymi festival in Cusco?

The Inti Raymi festival honors the sun god in June. It features parades, dances, and Inca rituals.
The highlight is the ceremony at Sacsayhuaman.

How do | get to Machu Picchu from Cusco?

You can hike the Inca Trail or take a train. The Inca Trail is a 27-mile, 4-day trek. The train goes from
Cusco's Poroy Station to Aguas Calientes, near Machu Picchu. Both require planning and
reservations.
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